The plot of “The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde”

The story begins when the lawyer Gabriel John Utterson hears of an ambiguous, solitary, violent man called Hyde. Hearing this tale, Utterson is perturbed; a friend of his, Dr Jekyll, has made a will declaring that in the event of the doctor's death or "disappearance", Hyde should inherit all his property. Suspecting trouble, Utterson seeks to investigate Hyde.

This investigation begins as a matter of curiosity and concern despite Dr Jekyll's assurances that Hyde is nothing to worry about. Thi changes when Hyde is seen committing a savage murder of a respected Member of Parliament, Sir Danvers Carew. As Utterson assists in the investigation of the crime, Jekyll becomes more and more reclusive. This leads Utterson to believe that Hyde has some influence over Jekyll, which he is using to conceal himself.

Eventually, Jekyll isolates himself in his laboratory gripped with an emotional burden that no one can understand. Another friend of Utterson's, Dr Hastie Lanyon, suddenly dies of a horrific emotional shock with which Jekyll seems to be connected. Suddenly one night, Jekyll's butler comes to Utterson to ask for his help to deal with a stranger who has somehow entered the locked lab and killed Jekyll. Together they discover that the stranger in the lab is Hyde, and they break in only to find Hyde dead and Jekyll nowhere to be found.

Afterwards, Utterson, reads Jekyll's confession, which covers the story of how he came to make the potion to separate the good and evil present in all men. It goes on to state how once before the murder, Jekyll had transformed into Hyde in his sleep. This causes him to choose to remain as Jekyll but when he finally gives in to temptation and drinks the potion again, Hyde comes out roaring due to being locked up for so long and kills Carew. When Jekyll comes to himself, he knows he can never venture out as Hyde again for fear of recognition and arrest. He then tries to repent for it by going to church and giving charity. However, vainglorious thought triggers the transformation yet again in broad daylight in a park. He narrowly escapes by acquiring a hotel room and, with the help of Lanyon, the man regains his own original aspect, but finding that the potion is now effective only for a short time and that he regularly transforms into Hyde without taking it. This causes him to lock himself up in his laboratory and avoid other people. In the meantime, a component of Jekyll's potion runs out and he is not able to find it again. In the end, Jekyll decides to write the confession letter, and he finally "dies" as he transforms completely into Hyde, who commits suicide, when Utterson and Jekyll's butler try to force their way into the laboratory.

